
Middlesex University expects students to submit assignments on time and to 
attend all scheduled exams. However, we recognise that in a small number of cases 
there may be exceptional reasons why this may not be possible. Before applying for 
a deferral it is important to check whether it is appropriate for your circumstances.

Please turn over for full details...

Got an assessment 
deadline?
Should you apply for a deferral?
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If...
 — A medical condition, disability or short term illness has affected you in the month prior to your deadline and 
you can provide GP evidence to cover these dates

 — You are unable to complete your assessment due to a personal circumstance which was unforeseeable, 
unpreventable and is expected to have a serious impact on your performance. You are able to provide 
evidence of the impact this has had on your ability to meet the deadline

You should use the Deferral or Extenuating Circumstances process as early as possible.  
Be sure to discuss with the Progression and Support Team the consequences a deferral may have to your 
studies, your progression and your finances before you apply. 

Need help with this?
unihub.mdx.ac.uk/deferral-of-assessment 
unihub.mdx.ac.uk/extenuating-circumstances

If...
 — You have started your assessment work late, or have not yet started
 — You have prioritised other activities over your assessment 
 — You have experienced technical (computer or other) problems
 — You are struggling with your assessment and think you have run out of time

Deferral is not an option for you.  
Working to deadlines is a graduate skill and one of the things you are at University to learn. Even if you feel that the 
work you can produce by the deadline will not reflect your ability we would recommend that you do the best you can 
and submit it. This is an opportunity for you to get some valuable feedback on your work and to develop your deadline 
meeting skills. As with other skills this will improve with practice. 

Need help with this?  unihub.mdx.ac.uk/your-study

Should you be applying for a deferral?
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