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Variety is the Spice of Life! 

Different Schools…                                  ….Different Rules 
 
– Can you use ‘I’ in an academic text? 
– Should an essay have section headings? 
– How long is a report? 
– Do you use primary or secondary research? 
– Footnotes, endnotes or no notes? 
– Harvard style referencing or MLA? What about APA? 
 

Which school are you in? What is acceptable and what is 
unacceptable in your field? 

Always check in your module handbooks or with your 
tutor if you are concerned about appropriacy 
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Writing a Literature Review Workshop Aims 

• Gain insight into the characteristics of stand-alone and 
integrated literature review 

• Discuss strategies to organise your research and the 
process of writing a literature review  

• Address the language of a literature review  
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What Is A Literature Review? 

What is a literature review? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Remember that different schools and lecturers will have different 
expectations! 
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Literature Review: 
 

• An effective summary and synthesis of selected documents on a 
research topic. It may also include elements of evaluation. 

 
and/or 

 
• A critical synthesis of previous research which leads logically to the 

research question(s) that you wish to ask/explore in your project or 
dissertation 
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Survey 

Synthesise 

Critically 
analyse 

Present 

What can literature reviews do? 
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• Provide an 
overview of 
what has been 
said in the field 

• Establish the 
context for the 
topic/problem 

 

 

• Summarise who the key 
writers and what are the 
important theories, 
models, hypotheses, 
research findings 

• Discuss what questions 
are and are not being 
asked in the field 

• Synthesise and gain new 
points of view 

• Highlight the significance 
of a particular issues or 
problems 

• Distinguish what has 
been done from what 
needs to be done 

• Evaluate important 
findings 

 

• Place the writer’s 
research in its 
historical context 
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Stand-alone literature review 
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Section     Purpose 

Introduction 
 
 
 

Body  
paragraphs 

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

• Provides overall context 
• Mentions a range of topics 
• Orientates the reader 
• Introduces the purpose of the 

literature review 
• Outlines how you will fulfil your purpose 

in the paper 
 

• A series of different paragraphs, each 
dealing with an individual theme 

• Follows a logical structure for the reader 
• Leads us logically to the conclusion 

 
• Summarises the main points made in the 

Literature Review 
• Could provide the writer’s own views 
• Leads to the writer’s own research and / 

or possible future research questions 
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Integrated literature review in papers or articles 
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Section     Purpose 
Literature review in an introduction 
• Abstract 
• Introduction (with literature 

review) 
• Methodology 
• Results 
 and 
• Discussion 

Literature review as a stand-alone 
chapter 
• Abstract 
• Introduction 
• Literature review 
• Methodology 
• Results 
 and 
• Discussion 

In this format, the literature 
review sets up why your paper 
aim or guiding questions is/are 
important and relevant.   

• What research has gone 
before?  

• What is the context? 

• What is missing?   

You can either put the literature 
review into the introduction or it 
can be a chapter on its own, 
usually after the introduction. 
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Process of writing a literature review 

Writing a Literature Review |  8 

1. Think about 
the topic 

2. Select your 
sources and 
start reading 

3. Narrow 
down the topic 
and source list 

4. Assess your 
information 

and plan 
5. Outline your 

plan 

6. Write 

7. Revise 
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