
How will my application be assessed? 

 

All applications are assessed to determine an entitlement to a standard award. These can help 
to meet general living costs and specific course related costs such as childcare, travel, books etc. 
For full time undergraduate and new part time undergraduate students we use an assumed 
income of £1,906 per year (this will be pro-rated for new part time students). This assumes income 
from part time earnings/parental or partner contribution/savings/overdrafts, etc., and is in addition 
to the student loan. However, no assumed income is used for those with children or disabilities. 
For full time postgraduate students a weekly notional postgraduate income figure is used. This is 
set at £214. For those with children or who are unable to work due to disability this amount will 
be £178. This figure is used because it is expected that postgraduate students will have made 
realistic provision to fund their time on the course. 
Continuing part time students are assessed by using a threshold assessment model. This 
targets support to those who are un- able to meet the additional costs that studying involves, 
such as books, travel and childcare. 
There will also be a set expenditure level, known as a composite living cost. This is an amount 
that it is assumed is sufficient to meet general living costs such as food and household 
expenses, and is set according to your circumstances. (See expenditure section for further 
information).  In addition to a standard assessment, students who provide evidence of 
exceptional or unforeseen costs will be  considered for an emergency award. We will require 
evidence of such costs and a detailed explanation as to how they are impacting upon your 
ability to cope financially. 
Students are expected to exhaust all methods of funding available to them before applying to this 
fund. This includes utilising student bank accounts including interest free overdrafts. If you do 
not have this facility please explain why   on your application. 

 
Student Income 

We will assume that you are in receipt of the correct statutory entitlements. The Student Support 
Fund will not normally replace income that should be being received from other sources. The 
Student Welfare Advice Team provides advice on your entitlements, and publish a wide range of 
information leaflets on funding http://unihub.mdx.ac.uk/your-support-services/fees-payments-
funding/welfare-advice-guides When assessing entitlement to the Student Support Fund we use the 
income that we think you should be receiving, so it is important that you check out your entitlements 
thoroughly. 

 
Students and Benefits 

In some cases students are entitled to apply for benefits, both over the academic year and the 
summer vacation. If we think that you should be claiming benefits, or if we think that you are 
claiming benefits when you should not be, we will usually let you know. However, it is your 
responsibility to inform the Benefits Agency and/or your Local Authority when you become a 
student, or your circumstances change. 
The Student Welfare Advice Team provides advice on students and benefits, and publish 
information leaflets on the subject—http://unihub.mdx.ac.uk/your-support-services/fees-payments-
funding/welfare-advice-guides 
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