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Plan for the workshop

1. Introductions
2. Spot the differences
3. Structure – layout
4. Structure – content 
5. Purpose
6. Top Tips
7. Resources 
8. Guidelines for poster presenters
Questions and Comments
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From RSSC committee
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Introductions: Please tell us the following
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Name
School
Department

Creating an Effective Conference Poster
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Spot the differences: 
examine the two posters
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What are the differences?

Which poster is more effective?

Why?

layout

Think about:

content

How easy is it 
for you to read?

Creating an Effective Conference Poster
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Source: https://colinpurrington.com
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Source: https://www.animateyour.science/post



© Middlesex University Research Students - Presentations & Posters | 7

Source: https://www.animateyour.science/post
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Typical structure for 
scientific research paper  

IMRAD
• Introduction
• Methods
• Results
• Analysis
• Discussion
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Other common types of 
structures

Thematic
Groups sections by theme 

Narrative
Tell a story about your topic

Questions & answers
Research questions and 
how you answered them

poster

Creating an Effective Conference Poster
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Poster presentation: 
A way of promoting and communicating ideas at a 
conference 

Think about the content of your poster 
…and the layout
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Focus on the 
necessary
information 

What is the optimal
way of displaying 
your information? 

How much 
information do you 
need to include? 

How will you get 
people interested 
in your poster? 

Sketch out a few different versions

Note down a long list
Then make a short list

What’s the purpose?

Creating an Effective Conference Poster
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Creating an Effective Conference Poster

Things to consider 

• Correct grammar, spelling and syntax (word order) 

• Be sure visuals are clear and labelled 

• Not text heavy – no one will read everything 

• Use colour to emphasise the sections 

• Keep the design clear and simple
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Harmonious colours 

or contrasting?

Short paragraphs 

Bullet points

Titles or description 

Sources of images

Ask someone else 

to read it through
Does it communicate 

as you want it to?

But try to find ways to 

make it stand out

Harmonious colours 

or contrasting?
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Guidelines for poster presenters (1)
What poster can I submit?
• Create a digital poster
• A1 size, 300dpi resolution 
• Orientation can be portrait or landscape. 
• Not very text-heavy and the font is large enough to be 

legible on a full screen. 
• Convert your poster to PDF before you send it.

PowerPointis good for this
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Guidelines for poster presenters (2)
Send poster pdfs to: 
• Nicola Skinner n.skinner@mdx.ac.uk
• by Monday the 13th June 2022
Label the pdf document with: 
• your name 
• 22nd June or 23rd June

The day you signed up for on EasyChair with your Abstract

mailto:n.skinner@mdx.ac.uk
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Guidelines for poster presenters (3)
Printing
For the ‘in person’ posters, the University can print your 
poster for free through the University services.

On campus 
in Hendon 
on 23rd June
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Guidelines for poster presenters (4)
Poster: layout / content
• Poster title – submitted Abstract title
• White boarder 
• Include your name 
• Do not print white text on black backgrounds or Green text 

on red background (or vice versa)
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Guidelines for poster presenters (5)
Poster: Middlesex Logo
• Use one of the Middlesex logos attached to email from 

RSSC admin. 
• Place at the top left hand side of the poster. 
• Do not change the aspect ratio of the image and distort 

the logo.
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Guidelines for poster presenters (6)
Poster: Font
• Arial, Times New Roman, or Calibri
• Keep font size variations to a minimum.
• The font must be visible from 1 metre away.
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Guidelines for poster presenters (7)
Recordings
• Record a 2-3 minute video or audio presentation.
• These will be made available on the conference website, 

along with your digital poster.
• Delegates can watch the videos during the conference 

week. 
• A dedicated Q&A session happens on the 23rd of June for 

interaction with poster presenters

summarise 
your poster



© Middlesex University Research Students - Presentations & Posters | 18

Guidelines for poster presenters (8)
What kind of video/audio can I submit?
• A narrated PowerPoint (the PowerPoint should ideally 

be the poster)
• A video of yourself speaking
• An audio of yourself speaking
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Guidelines for poster presenters (9)
How long should my recording be?
• 2-3 minutes long.
Do I need any special software for video recording?
• You can use PowerPoint,
• any lecture software (e.g. Zoom, Panopto), 
• an audio recording device (including your phone).

online guides are available

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/record-a-slide-show-with-narration-and-slide-timings-0b9502c6-5f6c-40ae-b1e7-e47d8741161c
https://www.ou.edu/cas-online/website/documents/Using%20Zoom%20to%20Record%20Presentations.pdf
https://www.panopto.com/blog/the-best-way-to-record-a-powerpoint-presentation/
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Poster templates
https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/templates

Examples of Posters
https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/samples

Analysis of successful (science) posters
https://www.animateyour.science/post/best-examples-of-
scientific-posters

Youtube tutorial on designing a poster in PowerPoint
https://youtu.be/_WnhoIbfcoM
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Creating an Effective Conference Poster
…and many others available online

https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/templates
https://ugs.utexas.edu/our/poster/samples
https://www.animateyour.science/post/best-examples-of-scientific-posters
https://youtu.be/_WnhoIbfcoM
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