
Structure: general-to-specific 

The body 

The body of your piece of writing is what matters most. It’s where the important work 

of takes place. Here are some general points to keep in mind; 

• It is common in British academia for the body to begin in a general way, and 

then focus on specifics. 

 

• This general-to-specific pattern usually means the first part of the essay 

looks at the context of the research, and introduces important ideas or talks 

about the background of key elements of the research. 

 

• The rest of your piece of writing, the part that goes into specifics, looks at 

particular examples or case studies in detail, drawing on the ideas and 

background knowledge mentioned earlier to make detailed analysis of them. 

 

 

Structure: general-to-specific

General
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Set the scene, context

Survey the terrain

Introduce ‘tools’ you’ll use later

Go into detail

Analyse case-studies using the ‘tools’

Use them as evidence to support your 

argument
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Paragraphs  

The body is made up of paragraphs, which typically focus on one idea. If you find 

yourself writing about more than one idea in a paragraph, break it up into two 

paragraphs. Here are some general points to keep in mind; 

• Paragraphs are usually also organized in a general-to-specific way. There is 

typically a sentence which summarises the main point of the paragraph, 

which is necessarily quite general. This sentence is sometimes called a topic 

sentence, and it often comes at the start of the paragraph. 

 

• Then comes the support for the topic sentence. This is where you go into 

detail about the point, and provide examples, or quotes, or explanations to 

make the point of the paragraph clear and well backed-up. 

 

• Paragraphs are not normally very long in British academic writing. You’ll 

probably find 3 or 4 per A4 page. 

 

Structure: body paragraphs  

Be organised in paragraphs 
not more than half an A4 page 

long

One main point/idea per 

paragraph

Contain topic sentences
usually at the beginning of the 

paragraph 

More material from Karen Dalton is being 

released in the New Year. The album, titled 1966, 

contains newly unearthed reel-to-reel recordings 

made with her estranged husband Richard 

Tucker, on a tape player taken by Carl Baron to 

the cabin in Summerville Colorado they had 

moved to from New York. On the recording, 

Dalton sings songs by Fred Neil and Tim Hardin. 

1966 will be released on 30 January on Delmore 

Recordings.

http://www.thewire.co.uk/articles/news/ [6/12/11]

The main body of your piece of writing should:
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