
Santander Universities Scholars Programme  |  Application Guide

Appendix  Help Texts

Group/criteria Definition (for applicant guidance) Question (and how to check, where applicable)

Students from areas of 
low higher education 
participation, low 
household income or low 
socioeconomic status

Students from areas with low participation in higher education, 
low household income, or low socioeconomic status are defined 
as those whose main home address (before university) was:
  in an area with the lowest rates of higher education 

participation, or
 in a more deprived area, based on many factors.

Students who lived in the lowest participation areas and/or the 
most deprived areas before university are eligible to apply for this 
scholarship. 

Areas of low participation are measured by POLAR4. This means 
being in a ‘quintile 1’ area, which have the lowest rates of 
participation in Higher Education.

Deprived areas are measured by the Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(IMD) and equivalents in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
This means living in the most deprived 20% of areas. These are 
known as deciles 1 or 2 in England and Scotland, ‘bottom 10% or 
bottom 20% in Wales, or with a rank between 1-178 in Northern 
Ireland.

Follow the instructions on the links below. You’ll be asked to enter your home address postcode to see how it ranks. 

To find out your POLAR4 quintile, please click the following link: POLAR4

For IMD 2019 (and devolved equivalents), please find the country of your home address (before university) from the list below 
and click the link.

England:
https://www.fscbiodiversity.uk/imd/

Wales:
https://apps.dataunitwales.gov.uk/welshindexofmultipledeprivation/ 

Scotland:
https://simd.scot/#/simd2020/BTTTFTT/9/-4.0000/55.9000/ 

Northern Ireland: 
https://deprivation.nisra.gov.uk/ 

Questions:
Low higher education participation (POLAR4):
Is your home postcode (i.e. your main address before starting university) in quintile 1, as defined by the POLAR4 measure?
[Yes, No]

England & Scotland:
Is your home postcode (i.e. your main address before starting university) located in an IMD deciles 1 or decile 2 area? 
[Yes, No]

Wales:
Is your home postcode (i.e. your main address before starting university) located in a Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation 
(WIMD) 10% or 20% most deprived area? [Yes, No]

Northern Ireland:
Is your home postcode (i.e. your main address before starting university) located in an IMD area ranked 178th or lower for 
overall deprivation? [Yes, No]

Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic students

Black, Asian and minority ethnic students are those who identify 
as Black, Asian or another non-white ethnic minority are eligible to 
apply for this scholarship.

Do you identify as Black, Asian or minority ethnic?
[Yes, No]
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Mature students Mature students are defined as those aged 21 or over when they enter higher 
education. If you meet this definition, you’re eligible to apply for this scholarship.

Are you a mature student?
[Yes, No]

Disabled students For this scholarship, students in receipt of Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) from 
Student Finance England and equivalent student finance bodies in Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland are eligible to apply.

Are you in receipt of Disabled Students’ Allowance?  
[Yes, No]

Care experienced students You’re eligible to apply for this scholarship if you have experience of care. Some 
formal definitions are given below. However, if you’re not sure whether your own 
experience of care meets these definitions, please contact us.

The Office for Students (OfS) have defined the circumstances of being in care as 
being where ‘a local authority / Health and Social Care Trust has obligations to 
provide for, or share, the care of a child or young person under 16 years of age 
where parent(s) or guardian(s) for whatever reason are prevented from providing 
them with a suitable accommodation or care. A child is ‘looked after’ if he or she is 
provided with accommodation or if they are subject to certain provision imposed by 
the system.’

In Scotland, this includes ‘Anyone who has been or is currently in care or from a 
looked-after background at any stage in their life, no matter how short, including 
adopted children who were previously looked-after. This care may have been 
provided in a one of many different settings such as in residential care, foster care, 
kinship care, or through being looked-after at home with a supervision requirement.’

Do you consider yourself care experienced?  
[Yes, No]

Carers For this scholarship, careers are defined as ‘Young people aged 14-25 who care, 
unpaid, for a friend or family member who could not cope without their support’.  
If you meet this definition, you’re eligible to apply for this scholarship.

Do you consider yourself a carer?  
[Yes, No]

Estranged students You’re eligible to apply for this scholarship if you are estranged student. According 
to the Office for Students, an estranged person is someone who no longer has the 
support of their family due to a breakdown in their relationship which has led to 
ceased contact. This might mean your biological, step or adoptive parents or wider 
family members who have been responsible for supporting you in the past.

If you’re not sure whether your own experience meets these definitions, please 
contact us.

Would you consider yourself estranged from your family (i.e. not supported by your family)?
[Yes, No]
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Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
communities

The term ‘Gypsy, Roma and Traveller’ encompasses a wide range of individuals 
who may be defined in relation to their ethnicity, heritage, way of life and how they 
self-identify. 

You are eligible to apply for this scholarship if you identify as belonging to one of 
more of the following groups.
 English or Welsh Romany Gypsies.
 European Roma.
 Irish Travellers.
 Scottish Gypsy Travellers.
 Showpeople such as people linked with fairground or circus professions.
 People living on barges or other boats.
 People living in settled (bricks and mortar) accommodation.
 New Age Travellers.

Do you identify as belonging to one of the Gypsy, Roma or Traveller communities listed?
[Yes, No]

Refugees The UN 1951 Refugee Convention defines refugees as someone who ‘Owing to 
a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country 
of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself 
of the protection of that country’.

You’re eligible to apply for this scholarship if you’ve been granted refugee status 
AND have been assessed as a ‘home’ student for student fees.

More information is available from https://www.ucas.com/finance/additional-
funding/student-finance-refugees-asylum-seekers-and-those-limited-leave-remain 

Have you been granted refugee status, and have been assessed as eligible for ‘home’ student fees?
[Yes, No]

Military family You’re eligible to apply for this scholarship if you are from a military family. We are 
using the Service Children’s Progression (SCiP) Alliance definition of a service child 
as being ‘a person whose parent or carer serves in the Regular Armed Forces, or as a 
Reservist, or has done at any point during the first 25 years of that person’s life’.

Do you meet the definition given of belonging to a military family?
[Yes, No]




